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GERALD WINS “THE DOUBLE” ONCE AGAIN 
Gerald Pecksen’s mantelpiece must be groaning once again as he puts the two mighty Spring 
Park Annual Competition trophies in pride of place. His film, “Thomas Bartlet Made Me” was the 
favourite of both the judges and the club membership this year. See below for details of other 
winners at our Award Ceremony last month.
 
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
12th November – Hands On Evening 
No not a séance but a chance to see and participate 
in some technical aspects of film-making. 
 
19th November – Alex Noel Watson 
More memories and anecdotes from the man who 
has met more stars than Dudley Davy has had hot 
dinners! 
 
26th November - Hit or Miss 
The evergreen evening where brave film makers 
listen to three commentators’ views on their films. 
See these films first – some may become Spring 
Park classics. 
 
29th November – Southern Heat of North v South 
Contest – Farnborough (Kent) Village Hall 
3pm start - £5 entry – come and cheer on our 2 
entries for this classic film contest. This year the 
subject for the films is “trapped”. See you all there. 
 
3rd December – In-house Filming 
Time to ad lib spontaneously as we make a film or 
films in an evening….. 
 
10th December – Clive Cobley Competition 
Bring your 2 minute films on the theme 
“metamorphosis”. Last year the quality was such that 
two entries that did not win the competition went on 
to get awards at the club! If you are not entering this 
competition, you are asked to bring a 2 minute film 
on any subject. 
 
15th December – Christmas Meal 
All sold out now but if you have booked with Pat, 
make sure you join all the fun at “The Railway” West 
Wickham on this great evening. Kick off 6.30pm. 
 
17th December – Christmas Party 
It’s party time – our end of term bash with drinks, 
snacks, fun and games. As we are having a 

Christmas meal two days before we will not be eating 
a formal meal. 
 
THROUGH A LENS DARKLY…  
PAST MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
8th October – Films from Footprint Productions  
Mike Shaw showed a DVD “Beckenham 
Remembered” that he had made with Richard and 
Brenda Troughton about Beckenham in the 1930s. 
The trio operate as a not-for-profit video production 
unit called “Footprint Productions”. Using footage 
from a unique film made by an amateur film maker at 
the time, the newly formed Beckenham Borough 
Council produced a film showing the work of the  
Council in health, education, road maintenance, 
refuse disposal etc. A commentary using the dulcet 
tones of Gerald Pecksen plus some modern footage 
completed a fascinating film. Mike paid tribute to the 
pioneering work of Eric Spottiswoode who provided 
the library with an early video transfer of the original 
16mm cine film a few years ago. Mike was able to 
demonstrate how up to date digital frame by frame 
transfer methods can now re-create the clarity of the 
original film. Mike completed the show with excerpts 
from another “Footprint” DVD about obscure parts of 
rural Kent. 
15th October – Awards Evening 
Although some of the award winners were unable to 
attend, we enjoyed a great evening. Many members 
dressed up in their finery to make the occasion more 
special. Graham hosted the event and he treated us 
to a celebration of a few films that came second in 
previous annual competitions in the past. After tea 
members were asked to decide which of the two 
versions of an entry to the North versus South 
Competition should go forward. The winning film was 
“Binned” which was judged to best match the theme 
“trapped”. Members also saw our other NvS entry 
“Moments of Peril”. Gerald won both the Harry 
Walden Trophy (Members’ Choice) and the Geoff 
Dabbs Trophy (Judges Choice) for his detailed 
documentary “Thomas Bartlet Made Me” about bells 
in a Sundridge Church being renovated. Richard and 
Brenda came second according the Epsom judges 
with “The Real Winnnie”, whilst Graham was the 



member’s second choice with “Borassic Park”. The 
Frank Chanter Award for Comedy went to Dorothy 
and Pam’s “Adam and Eve-olution”. Gordon was 
once again with the winners as he took the Eddie 
Edwardes plate for most innovative film with 
“Strangers in the Night” about badgers in his garden 
at night. Other awards went to Tony Shepherd - 
“From My Armchair” for photography and to Brian 
Cope – “Falkirk Wheel” for documentary. 

 
Graham accepts members’ runner-up award 
from Gill Edwardes at our Awards Night 
 
22nd October – Kent Film Festival – Discussing 
the Judges’ Comments 
Most of the ten films submitted to the 2009 Kent Film 
Festival were shown. Members shared their views of 
the films and after Jean Collings read out some of the 
judges’ views. We generally agreed with the judges 
with a few exceptions. 
 
29th October – Annual Show 
What a show! A great army (it says here!) of hard-
working members arrived at the big church hall at 
3.30 in the afternoon. Before 5pm we had set up the 
world-famous “David Elvin” ten foot square screen, 
the newly rewired (thanks to David Hunt) stage 
spotlights, the wiring for sound and vision, the chairs 
and the refreshments. By 8 o’clock we had over 80 
punters eagerly awaiting our films. We kicked off 
each part of the show with great animated titles 
replicating the 20th Century Fox and the Universal 
logos set up by Lawrie and ended with appropriate 
animated titles by Dorothy backed by appropriate 
music found by Graham. We heard nothing but good 
comments about the films from the audience as they 
filed out into the mild October night. Some of the 
audience were drawn as usual from neighbouring 
film-making clubs. This year they were joined by 
members of local social clubs who we had invited to 
a special get-together meeting with us earlier in the 
year. Chairman Graham thanked the audience for 
coming and all those countless members who gave 
their time and expertise to make the show go so 
smoothly. 
 
NEWS OF BRENDA 
As many of you will know, our vice-Chairman, Brenda 
Troughton, recently had an urgent operation on one 
of her eyes. She is recovering well and expects to 
attend our meetings again very soon. She sends her 
best wishes to the club. We look forward very much 
to her return to the fold. 
 

 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Our man on the Kent Film Festival Committee, 
Graham Evans, writes: 
For many years I have helped in the projection box at 
the Kent Film Festival at a university in Canterbury. I 
need another volunteer in the “box” to help me. The 
projection set up is relatively simple; tapes have to be 
played in the tape player and paused between films. 
Other simplified controls switch on the projector and 
operate the automatic screen. A qualified technician 
is at hand to explain the limited controls and to be on 
hand if any snags arise. You would need to come 
down to Canterbury just before the festival for an 
afternoon for checking and familiarisation and get to 
the Festival by around 9 am on the day (usually the 
last Saturday in September). You will of course still 
see all the films and can travel down in my car 
(possibly the scariest bit). You will not be on the 
Festival Committee. If you have been to Festival you 
will know that it is a good day out for us “non-pro” film 
makers. Please see me if you want to help to 
continue to make it so. Don’t be shy! 
 
TEA ROTA 
Please arrive early to help set up! 
12th November – Richard and Brenda 
19th November – Pam Smith and Dorothy Batten 
26th November – Phyl Denton and Pam Martin 
3rd   December – The Collings 
10th December – Alan Hodgson and Gil Hastie 
17th December – Keith Burrows and David Hughes 

 
“MEET  CROYDON’S ANSWER TO STEPHEN 
SPIELBERG …….TONY SHEPHERD” 
Not my words but those of Ross Lidbetter, reporter 
from the Croydon Advertiser! Yes our Tone has hit 
the headlines in the local rag. I sent out a story to the 
paper hoping that the story about Tony winning an 
award from the Epsom judges in our film competition 
would allow us to get publicity for our Annual Show. I 
gave a phone number and our web-site address. 
Next thing I know – super-star Tony is interviewed on 
the phone then an Advertiser photographer is sent 
round to Tony’s gaff for a photo-shoot. Mr Shepherd 
gets top of page billing – lots of stuff about him – one 
mention of the club (good!) but no stuff about the club 
web-site, who to contact, phone numbers. Still never 
mind Tony, they now know all about you - Mary will 
sort out your fan-mail…… 


